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October 8 
Picture Day 

October 12 
Thanksgiving 
No School 
 
 

  

Welcome to  
Fox Creek School 

October 2020 
 
 

 
Email List: 
If you would like to be added to 
our email list and receive an 
electronic version of our 
newsletter, please contact Mrs. 
Thackeray at the office or 
pamela.thackeray@ngps.ca 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Wow, time flies when you are having fun!  It is October already!?!  
 
I already knew this, but it has been confirmed, Fox Creek School indeed is an 
amazing place.  I need to thank the staff for their dedication in making the 
school start up as smooth as possible given the requirements set out by our 
relaunch plan.  I would like to thank our students and parents for their 
cooperation and support as we move forward during this New Normal.  Our 
Awards Day celebrations were great and we finally had an opportunity to 
celebrate with our Grads from last year.  Today we held the Terry Fox 
Run/Walk and it was a great success.   
 
Last night we held our first School Council Meeting of the year. We paid 
tribute to Sheila Gilmour who has worked tirelessly as Chair of the School 
Council for many years. We welcome Gord Ashmore as our new School 
Council Chair and look forward to working closely with him. Lara Stadnyk is 
the Co-Chair and Jenn Ashmore is the Secretary-Treasurer. Thank you to the 
parents who joined us for the meeting. 
 
As we look forward to the month of October, the action continues.  We have a 
long weekend, picture day and a spirit day to look forward to.  By the way, we 
do a lot of learning here too.  As a staff we are working on our Strategic Plan 
and our school goals.  These align with Northern Gateway Public School and 
the Ministry of Education Strategic Plans.  All of these are living documents 
that guide our planning and our focus on student achievement.  We do 
formative and summative assessments throughout the year to monitor and 
measure student success. The results allow us to plan appropriately to meet the 
needs of the students and to ensure academic growth. 
 
As Summer turns to Autumn, and the green changes to shades of orange, gold 
and red, we continue our journey through the 2020 - 2021 school year and 
towards all of the exciting times that lie ahead. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
the school at your earliest convenience. 
 
Ian Baxter  
Principal  
 

 

Parent Newsletter 
 

Dates to 
mark your 
calendar 

October 9 
PD Day 
No School 
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            Elementary News 
 

First day of fall leads to a leaf hunt and an adorable leaf craft. 1H had an awesome time 
creating little leaf people and pets!! 
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The annual Orange Shirt Day on September 30th opens the door to global conversation on all 
aspects of Residential Schools. It is an opportunity to create meaningful discussion about the 
effects of Residential Schools and the legacy they have left behind. A discussion all Canadians can 
tune into and create bridges with each other for reconciliation. A day for survivors to be 
reaffirmed that they matter, and so do those that have been affected. Every Child Matters, even if 
they are an adult, from now on.  
 
The date was chosen because it is the time of year in which children were taken from their homes 
to residential schools, and because it is an opportunity to set the stage for anti-racism and anti-
bullying policies for the coming school year. It is an opportunity for First Nations, local 
governments, schools and communities to come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope 
for generations of children to come.#everychildmatters 
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Meet Our New Teachers: 

     
Jessica Gingras 

 

 
 
 
"I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Jessica Gingras 
and I am the new Social Studies teacher here at Fox Creek School. My interests include 
history, reading and learning new skills. Previous to this year, I have taught in Edmonton. 
I look forward to the year ahead. I know that there are great things to come in this 
school!"  
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Ameer Jaber 
 

 
 
 
“Hello everyone! My name is Ameer Jaber and I am the new math teacher at Fox Creek 
School. I lived in Edmonton and graduated from the University of Alberta with a focus in 
Physics and Mathematics. I spend my spare time watching Soccer, Basketball, and 
Hockey. I also enjoy music, art, hiking, and travelling to Alberta's national parks. Most 
Importantly, I am very grateful to be working with fabulous students at Fox Creek 
School.” 
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Ashley Heyden 
 

 
 
 
 
My name is Ashley Heyden. I have been teaching for 10 years now, both here 
and in Japan. I can speak Japanese and I love reading, hiking in the mountains, 
and swimming. I love teaching English, as well as social studies. I look forward to 
being here in Fox Creek! 
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Each year, students across Northern Gateway Public Schools complete a MIPI (Math 
Intervention/Programming Instrument) and HLAT (Highest Level of Achievement Test - 

Writing) in class. MIPI and HLAT are diagnostic tools used to assist with programming. They 
differ from PAT (Provincial Achievement Test) and Diploma exams, which are measures of 

student achievement.  
 

Fox Creek students in Grades 2- 10 will be completing the MIPI by the end of September, while 
Grade 1 students will be writing it in the spring. Fox Creek students in Grades 2- 9 will be 

completing the HLAT by the end of October and again in the spring, while Grade 1 students will 
be writing it only in the spring.  

 
Please see the information below explaining these diagnostic tools. 
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Paying for school items just got easier! SchoolCashOnline is the easy and safe way to 
manage your school expenses and view your payment history online. Save yourself the 
trip to the school and sign up today! ngps.schoolcashonline.com 
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